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Title: Propriety of Involvement in Civic Duties (DD-17)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the propriety of involvement in civil duties.

Introduction

In our studies of biblical doctrines, we presently are considering the puritan distinctives. We have already considered: 1) the liberty of conscience 2) God-honoring Worship 3) God-honoring Marriage. Now we move to consider another puritan distinctives: The Propriety of Involvement in Civil Duties

SECTION 4: THE PROPRIETY OF INVOLVEMENT IN CIVIL DUTIES
I. 
TWO OPPOSING VIEWS CONCERNING INVOLVEMENT IN CIVIL DUTIES
A. Among those who profess faith, there are mainly two views about the propriety of involvement in civil duties. 1st there are those who hold to a total non-involvement or very limited involvement with civil duties.

1. In the history of the church, the Anabaptist movement and the pietist movement adhered to this position. They believe and taught that a Christian must never joint the army or police force. He must never work in a government office. He must never be involved in politics. He must refrain and never be involved in law suites.

2. And why? Because the civil authorities is a worldly organization. It is not under the rule of God but of the “god of the world” – the devil. And therefore, for a Christian to be involved or work for civil authorities or to serve as a civil magistrate is to serve the cause of the devil rather than God.
B. 2nd, there are also Christians who hold to the propriety of involvement in civil duties.

1. And in the history of the church, it was particularly the Puritans who confessionally held to this position. They believe and taught that a Christian can lawfully be a soldier in the army and fight just wars. He can be a member of the police force to battle criminality. He can work in a government office and be a servant of Caesar. He can be involved in politics and serve as a governor, mayor, judge, or police officer.

2. And although they believe that Christians must be very careful in their involvement with civil duties for there is a great danger of imbibing the pragmatic principle that the end justify the means, and yet they still insisted upon the propriety of involvement in civic duties.
Trans: 
Now which of the two positions is biblical? Well I believe that the Puritans were right. And why? 
II. THE BIBLICAL WITNESS OF THE PROPRIETY OF INVOLVEMENT IN CIVIL DUTIES

A. God has established all civil authorities for the relative good of society. Rom 13:1-7…

1. Note several things in this passage. 

a. Note that all governing authorities that exist are established by God. God Himself, in His Sovereignty over all, has established them. Whether it be a authoritarian form of government like the Roman Empire, or a democratic form of government like that of the Greeks, all without exception, are established by God.

b. Moreover, note that those who serve as civil magistrates have a divine mandate for their work. Twice they are called as “ministers of God” (diakonos) and once as “servants of God” to carry out God’s purpose for establishing civil authority. And although most serving as civil authorities are not consciously serving God but their own secular or even self-interest, and yet they still are called as “ministers of God” and “servants of God” to carry out God’s purpose for establishing civil authority. They have a divine mandate for their position and work.

c. So what happens if a person rebels against civil authorities? He is not just rebelling against man but against God. VS 2 (READ).
d. But why has God established civil authorities? In order to maintain relative peace and order in society. VSS 3-4 (READ). God has established civil authorities to maintain relative peace and order in society. And I say “relative” because Paul’s words cannot be taken absolutely. For the Roman government that he is particularly referring to here was far from perfect. In fact, it was under the Roman government and rule that the greatest crime was committed – the crucifixion of the Son of God.  But even that government provided relative peace and order in society. And without it, it would have been utter chaos and violent anarchy.

2. Therefore, we are never to view civil authorities as an invention and creation of the devil. To say that is to deny God’s sovereignty and His benevolent purpose in establishing civil authorities.

B. The Scriptures explicitly teaches that Christians can continue working as a civil magistrate.

1. Lk 3:12-14….

a. Context: Remember that John began the formation and organization of the church of Jesus Christ. He was sent to prepare the coming of way of Messiah. The unbelieving Jews will be cut off from the community of God’s people, but those who believe will become part of the community that Messiah will purchase with His own blood.

b. And note how John dealt with tax-collectors and soldiers: VSS 12-14 (READ). He did not tell them to abandon their jobs and look for another but to avoid common abuses related to their work and to be conscientious with their duties.

2. And this instruction is consistent with the general directive Paul gives to the churches. 1Cor 7:17-24 (READ).
a. When a person becomes a Christian, there is a strong tendency to think that he/she must abandon his present lot and just “serve the Lord.” Thus Paul gives a clear directive to all the churches that Christians, as a general rule, should never do that. And he repeats that general rule three times: VSS 17,20,24. Unless the church separates a man for the work of the ministry, a man is to stay in the condition in which he was called.

b. And this applies also to police officers, mayors, governors, BIR workers, who become Christians. They are to remain in that condition in which they were called and serve God in that condition.
C. The Scripture gives examples that support the propriety of involvement in civic duties.

1. Can you think of any biblical examples of godly persons who were involve in civic duties or serve as civil magistrates?

a. Joseph. He was a man of exemplary godliness. And yet he served as governor of Egypt. And Egypt was not at all “Christian nation”. It was pagan. And yet Joseph served God, the people of Egypt, and even his own people, as governor of Egypt.

b. Daniel.
He was a man of exemplary godliness. He was highly esteemed by God (Dan 9:23). And yet he served as a governor of the whole kingdom of Babylon. And Babylon was far from a being “Christian nation.” It was utterly pagan. And the King that Daniel served was an idolater.

c. The Roman Centurion. He was a godly man. Mt 8:10 “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.” And yet he was serving the Roman army under a pagan king.

d. Cornelius. In Acts 10:1, he is said to be a Centurion of the Italian cohort. And yet he was a genuine believer.

2.
So these Scriptural examples point us to the propriety of involvement in civic duties.
Trans: 
But why labor the point? Why make such a big thing about the propriety of involvement in civil duties? That leads us to our third point…
III. THE IMPORTANCE OF ADHERING TO THE PROPRIETY OF INVOLVEMENT IN CIVIC DUTIES.
A. Because it is utterly wrong to set up unbiblical demands upon those who would become followers of Christ.

1. The demands of true discipleship are already very difficult that it is impossible for anyone to comply unless God intervenes in changing people’s hearts. To make those demands even more difficult would be wrong, if not, downright wicked.

2. Like John the Baptist and the Apostles, we are to tell people to forsake their sins and trust in Christ; but we are not to tell them to forsake their jobs also as civil servants. There is only one Lawgiver and Judge – the Lord Himself (Jms 4:12). We cannot make up our own demands and impose it upon others.
B. Because it is grievous to rob a nation of the ennobling influence of Christians in a God-ordained institution established for the good of society.

1. What is the function of Christians in the world? Salt of the earth and light of the world. Mt 5:13-16 (READ). And as salt, Christians function as a moral preservative of the world round about us. And as light, Christians function both to expose the sins of others and to guide those who are in darkness.

2. What would happen to our civil government if all Christians were told that they should not be involve in it? We will rob out nation of the ennobling influence of Christians in this God-ordained institution for the good of society.

3. Think of the good that Joseph has done. Think of the good that Daniel has done. Cornelious has done. Think of the good Wilberforce has done in abolishing the slave trade.
C. Because a negative attitude towards civil authority will hinder us from fulfilling our duties towards it.

1. What are our duties towards the civil authorities? Rom 13:6-7 (READ)… If we have but a negative attitude towards civil authorities, then that will hinder our willing compliance to this clear biblical duty.

2. Another duty we have towards civil government is given in 1Tim 2:1-2 (READ). If we have but a negative attitude towards civil magistrates, then how can we really earnestly prayer for a better government?
D. Because a negative attitude towards civil authority will make us ungrateful to God for His goodness to fallen humanity in establishing civil authorities for the good of society.

1. There is much to improve about our existing government. But what would our society be without it? Utter chaos and violent anarchy. Crimes will escalate beyond imaginable proportions. And our society will be unlivable.

2. Therefore, in spite of our government sins and failures, we must not fail to thank God for establishing civil authority for the relative good of society. But if we have a negative attitude towards civil authority, then it will make us ungrateful to God for this mercy.

Conclusion

Therefore, let us hold fast to this puritan distinctive of the propriety of involvement in civic duties. Let us implement its teachings.

